The Message Gathering

God’s Economy
Session 4: Respecting God’s Economy

What We’ve Learned:

- God Has An Economy

- His Provision Is By Seed

- About The Immutable Law Of Seedtime And Harvest

- It Is Our Responsibility To Sow Godly Seed In Good Soil

Malachi 3:6-12 (NIV)

"l the Lord do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the
time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return
to me, and | will return to you," says the Lord Almighty. "But you ask, 'How are we to return?' 8
"Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In tithes and
offerings. 9 You are under a curse--the whole nation of you--because you are robbing me. 10
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,"
says the Lord Almighty, "and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out
so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 11 | will prevent pests from
devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the Lord
Almighty. 12 "Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land," says
the Lord Almighty.

Important Truths From This Passage:

- God Does Not Change (v. 6)

- The People Had Turned Away From God’s Ways (v. 7)

- God Considers Not Participating In His Ways (The Tithe And Offerings) To Be Robbery (v. 8)
- Robbing God In Tithes and Offerings Brings About Curses (v. 9)

- Bringing In The WHOLE Tithe Brings About Blessings (v. 10-12)

Proverbs 3:1-35 (NIV)

My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, ? for they will prolong
your life many years and bring you prosperity. * Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind
them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. * Then you will win favor and a
good name in the sight of God and man. ®> Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding; © in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths
straight. ” Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil. 8 This will bring
health to your body and nourishment to your bones. ° Honor the LORD with your wealth, with
the firstfruits of all your crops;
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'% then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine. "' My
son, do not despise the LORD's discipline and do not resent his rebuke, '* because the LORD
disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. '* Blessed is the man who finds
wisdom, the man who gains understanding, ™ for she is more profitable than silver and yields
better returns than gold. ®* She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare
with her. '® Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. '” Her ways are
pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace. '® She is a tree of life to those who embrace her;
those who lay hold of her will be blessed. '° By wisdom the LORD laid the earth's foundations,
by understanding he set the heavens in place; ?° by his knowledge the deeps were divided, and
the clouds let drop the dew. 2! My son, preserve sound judgment and discernment, do not let
them out of your sight; * they will be life for you, an ornament to grace your neck. ? Then you
will go on your way in safety, and your foot will not stumble; ?* when you lie down, you will not
be afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet. 2 Have no fear of sudden disaster or of
the ruin that overtakes the wicked, *® for the LORD will be your confidence and will keep your
foot from being snared. % Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your
power to act. 2 Do not say to your neighbor, "Come back later; I'll give it tomorrow"-- when you
now have it with you. ?° Do not plot harm against your neighbor, who lives trustfully near you. *
Do not accuse a man for no reason-- when he has done you no harm. *' Do not envy a violent
man or choose any of his ways, *? for the LORD detests a perverse man but takes the upright
into his confidence. 3* The LORD's curse is on the house of the wicked, but he blesses the
home of the righteous. * He mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the humble. * The wise
inherit honor, but fools he holds up to shame.

Statement Of Truth:

God Has Established An Economy For His Children, Those Who Realize It,
Receive It, Respond To It, And Respect It, Will Always Be Rewarded By It.

Questions:

Today, What One Truth Or Statement Impacted You Most?

Have You Ever Been Disrespected? If So, How Did That Make You Feel?

As A Group, Share The Differences Between Respect And Disrespect.

How Do You Think God Feels When His Children Do Not Believe His Word?

As A Group, Read Proverbs 3 Aloud. Have Each Person Select A Verse That Speaks To
Them Most. After The Reading, Have Each One Share Their Verse And What It Means
To Them.

6. Today, What Was The Most Important Take Away For You Personally?
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