
The Message Gathering 
How To Become A Disciple Maker! 

Session 3:  Less Religion! More Relationship! 
 

 

Session 1 - ​How You Are Built By God - You Do You! 

 

Session 2 - ​Our Connection To God; The Realities Of The Disciple’s Relationship,  

- Continually Connected. 

 

Define Religion:  

Ceremonial Observances.  

A Set Of Rules And Regulations Designed To Mandate Your Behavior. 

 

 

Matthew 23:1-38 (NIV) 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: ​2 ​ "The teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. ​3 ​ So you must obey them and do everything they tell you. But do 
not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. ​4 ​ They tie up heavy loads and 
put them on men's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them. ​5  
"Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels 
on their garments long; ​6 ​ they love the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats 
in the synagogues; ​7 ​ they love to be greeted in the marketplaces and to have men call them 
'Rabbi.' ​8 ​ "But you are not to be called 'Rabbi,' for you have only one Master and you are all 
brothers. ​9 ​ And do not call anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one Father, and he is in 
heaven. ​10 ​ Nor are you to be called 'teacher,' for you have one Teacher, the Christ. ​11 ​ The 
greatest among you will be your servant. ​12 ​ For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 
whoever humbles himself will be exalted. ​13 ​ "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, 
you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You yourselves do not enter, 
nor will you let those enter who are trying to. ​14 ​  ​15 ​ "Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and when he 
becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as you are. ​16 ​ "Woe to you, blind 
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guides! You say, 'If anyone swears by the temple, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the 
gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.' ​17 ​ You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the 
temple that makes the gold sacred? ​18 ​ You also say, 'If anyone swears by the altar, it means 
nothing; but if anyone swears by the gift on it, he is bound by his oath.' ​19 ​ You blind men! Which 
is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred? ​20 ​ Therefore, he who swears by the 
altar swears by it and by everything on it. ​21 ​ And he who swears by the temple swears by it and 
by the one who dwells in it. ​22 ​ And he who swears by heaven swears by God's throne and by 
the one who sits on it. ​23 ​ "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You 
give a tenth of your spices--mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important 
matters of the law--justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without 
neglecting the former. ​24 ​ You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel. ​25 ​ "Woe 
to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and 
dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. ​26 ​ Blind Pharisee! First clean the 
inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean. ​27 ​ "Woe to you, teachers of 
the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on 
the outside but on the inside are full of dead men's bones and everything unclean. ​28 ​ In the 
same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of 
hypocrisy and wickedness. ​29 ​ "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 
You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. ​30 ​ And you say, 'If 
we had lived in the days of our forefathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding 
the blood of the prophets.' ​31 ​ So you testify against yourselves that you are the descendants of 
those who murdered the prophets. ​32 ​ Fill up, then, the measure of the sin of your forefathers! ​33  
"You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell? ​34 ​ Therefore I 
am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them you will kill and crucify; 
others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town. ​35 ​ And so upon you will 
come all the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to 
the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. 
36 ​ I tell you the truth, all this will come upon this generation. ​37 ​ "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you 
who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your 
children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing. ​38  
Look, your house is left to you desolate. 

 

Jesus Came To Remove A Religion Of Rules And Regulations  

From The Life Of His Disciples. 
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Define Relationship:  

A Way In Which Two Or More Concepts, Objects or People Are Connected  

Close Connection Inspired By Love, Acceptance, and Grace. 

 

 

Luke 7:36-50 (NIV) 

Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee's 
house and reclined at the table. ​37 ​ When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town 
learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 
38 ​ and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. 
Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. ​39 ​ When the 
Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would 
know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is--that she is a sinner." ​40 ​ Jesus 
answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you." "Tell me, teacher," he said. ​41 ​ "Two men 
owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. ​42  
Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of 
them will love him more?" ​43 ​ Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt 
canceled." "You have judged correctly," Jesus said. ​44 ​ Then he turned toward the woman and 
said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water 
for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. ​45 ​ You did not give 
me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. ​46 ​ You did 
not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. ​47 ​ Therefore, I tell you, her 
many sins have been forgiven--for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves 
little." ​48 ​ Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." ​49 ​ The other guests began to say 
among themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?" ​50 ​ Jesus said to the woman, "Your 
faith has saved you; go in peace." 

 

Jesus Came To Restore The Relational Reality Of Genuine Godly Living  

In The Life Of His Disciples. 
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The Five Realities That Relational Disciples Don’t Do: 

1. We Don’t Live By The Law. 
2. We Don’t Insist On The List. 
3. We Don’t Demand A Decision. 
4. We Don’t Order Their Obedience. 
5. We Don’t Focus On Their Failure. 

 

 

Today’s Statement Of Truth: 

 

Jesus Has Called Every Disciple To Remove Religion And Restore Right Relationships In Their 
World By Personally Losing Religion And Living Relationally! 

 

 

Questions: 

● Today, What One Truth Or Statement Impacted You Most? 
● After Today’s Conversation, Has Your Personal Definition Of Religion Been 

Challenged. If so how? 
● Share Your Thoughts About The Language Jesus Uses With The Religious In 

Matthew 23.  Why Was He So Harsh? 
● As A Group, Share The Difference In Jesus’ Communication Found In Luke Chapter 7 

Between The Sinful Woman And The Religious Men In The Room? 
● Of “The Five Realities That Relational Disciples Don’t Do,”  

○ 1. We Don’t Live By The Law 
○ 2. We Don’t Insist On The List 
○ 3. We Don’t Demand A Decision 
○ 4. We Don’t Order Their Obedience 
○ 5. We Don’t Focus On Their Failure 

●  Which Are You Best At, And Which One Is Jesus Talking To You About Improving? 
● What Can You Do This We To Lose Religion And Live Relationally With Those Who 

Don’t Yet Know Jesus? 
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